
LL4299/LL5299/LL6299 Advanced Issues in the Law and Practice of 
International Arbitration 
 

Over the last few decades, international arbitration has become widely regarded as the preferred 
mode of resolving transnational disputes between individuals, corporations and States.  Arbitration 
activity has increased dramatically along with the widespread global expansion in international trade, 
cross-border commerce and foreign investment.     

This intensive course is designed for students and practitioners already acquainted with the 
fundamentals of international arbitration, and may be particularly useful for those who may have an 
inclination to specialize in the practice or study of international dispute resolution.  Focus will be 
placed on topics of practical and academic interest in all aspects of the international arbitration 
process, looking in particular to recent trends and evolutions in the field of international dispute 
settlement.   

Through seminar discussions, student presentations and moot court sessions, this course will expose 
students to contemporary controversies in the field of international commercial and investment 
arbitration. An international approach will be adopted in relation to the subjects considered: students 
can expect to review a substantial amount of comparative law sources, including academic 
commentaries and jurisprudence from France, Singapore, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the 
United States, as well as public international law sources and international arbitral practice. 

At the end of the course, the participants should be able to:  

- Demonstrate awareness and understanding of recent trends and evolutions in international 
commercial and investment arbitration, as well as a deeper appreciation of the fundamental 
underpinnings of the arbitration process as a whole, and the interrelationship between arbitral 
tribunals and national courts. 

- Understand and explain the distinction between jurisdiction and admissibility and its practical 
consequences; the theories for and against the enforcement of awards that have been set 
aside at the seat; and the issues arising out of the practice of third party funding and their 
possible solutions. 

- Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the differing approaches in various major 
arbitration jurisdictions to topical issues such as: determining the law applicable to the 
arbitration agreement; the reach and effect of the principle of competence-competence; and 
the extent to which third parties and non-signatories may become a party to the arbitration. 

- Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the controversies surrounding the application 
and scope of the doctrine of res judicata in arbitration proceedings and related court 
proceedings; and the regulation of counsel and professional conduct 

- Be familiar with, be able to interpret and apply arbitration rules of leading arbitration centres, 
the jurisprudence of arbitration tribunals in commercial and investment arbitration cases, and 
the decisions of national courts in challenge and enforcement proceedings.  

The topics are:  

  
SEMINAR 1: INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION AGREEMENTS 
 
SEMINAR 2: ENFORCEMENT OF ARBITRATION AGREEMENTS 
 
SEMINAR 3: CHOICE OF LAW ISSUES 
 
SEMINAR 4: THIRD PARTY AND NON-SIGNATORY ISSUES 
  
SEMINAR 5: INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION PROCEDURE AND PROCEEDINGS 
 
SEMINAR 6: EMERGENCY ARBITRATION AND EXPEDITED PROCEDURES 
  
SEMINAR 7: ENFORCEMENT AND SELECTED ISSUES  
 
SEMINAR 8: REGULATION OF COUNSEL AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
  
SEMINAR 9: INVESTMENT ARBITRATION 


